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PERSONAL  RECOLLECTIONS 
 

 by Gordon Simpson 
 with additions from Bozena 
 
 

Friday 30 May  

 

Four members of the group travelled from Newcastle airport and three from Teeside 
airport. We all met up at Amsterdam and it was remarkable how quickly we gelled.  On 
arrival at Helsinki, we walked to terminal 1 and soon discovered our wait of 3 hours was 
extended to 5 hours due to a delay by the SAS or Blue 1 plane.  A meal voucher for 7 euros 
was issued but we had to re-enter the airport for a snack.  Bill’s luggage had been lost but, 
thankfully, it arrived a day later.  We arrived at Oulu more than two hours later than 
planned.  Bozena had a severe cold which worried us as she really needed a long rest in bed. 
After sorting out the gear, she drove the minibus (with watchful eyes and endless comments 
from the boys) to the hotel, where, a delayed five- course meal awaited us.  

            
        MENU 
Asparagus Soup 

Salad with lightly salted Salmon 
Chicken breast filled with dried tomatoes and cheese, rice 

 Local berries with yogurt 
 Coffee/tea/biscuits  
Some of us, more keen bird watchers, searched for birds in the hotel grounds before retiring 
to a well-earned bed. 
 

 

Saturday 31 May   
 

 
Buffet breakfast at 08:00 then into the minibus at 09:00 where we met our guide, 

Markku.  Somebody ‘lost’ a green rucksack that turned out to be grey.  The hotel ground 
was teeming with birdlife and a Wryneck was seen calling in a nearby Birch tree.  Steve saw 
his first Pied Flycatcher but later in the week he was referring to it as “just another bird.”  
Don and John became the official photographers, proudly taking pictures of everything 
moving (and not).  On our way, Steve got excited at the sight of PB lines.  These are two 
poles with 3 lines between their tops.  

Our first stop was in the forest near the River Sanginjot where we were shown a 
Pygmy Owl’s nest-box.  It was a sunny warm morning, with crystal clean air and our first 
walk in the forest got us in an exploring and holiday mood.  
We patiently gathered a safe distance from the nest-box and 
waited for the tape lure to attract the birds out.  
Unfortunately, the female sat tight on the nest and neither 
she nor the male responded to a tape.  Eventually, Markku 
lifted the nest-box lid, so three of us, who have never seen 
this species before, were allowed to have a peek.  Gordon 
did not hear the instruction and seeing the others at the nest-
box, rushed up quickly to join them.  None of us then wanted 
to miss this opportunity and the rest of us followed.                                                                                         

And, what a sight it was!     2

 



We then moved to Liminganlahti Bay 
where, after a brief trip to a visitor centre, we 
followed a board walk to a hide in the marshes.  
Serrated and Round-leaved Wintergreens were 
found along with a singing Sedge Warbler and 
Reed Bunting.  Up the hide, we encountered a 
young lady bird watcher (a boss of FinNature) 
that eventually commenced talking to us in 

perfect English.  She caused a fare deal of 
commotion when she spotted a Pallid Harrier 
flying over the wetland and switched her English 
into excited Finnish.  Hen and Marsh Harriers, 
White Stork, several species of wildfowl and a 
few waders were also seen.  Two Cranes flew 
into the marshes and a white Mallard was spotted 
with the telescopes.   

We concluded the visit to Liminganlahti 
Bay with a lunch at a picnic place where an open 
fire place was available to visitors.  

Further round Liminka Bay, Goosander, 
Common Sandpiper and Arctic Terns were 
observed.  A walk in the local countryside and 
woodland generated some good views of Redstart 
and Cuckoo, but the Three-toed Woodpecker was 
playing shy.  

Gordon spotted uncommon plants: 
Chickweed Wintergreen, Dwarf Cornel and a 
plant new to him, the Arctic Bramble with 
beautiful pink flowers.   

Later, dinner in the hotel was most 
welcome:               
         MENU 

  Onion Soup 
Various salads 

            Fried Vendace and mashed potatoes 
                 with beetroot and pickled cucumber 
                      Local berries and yogurt 
                        Coffee/Tea/biscuits 
  

Vendace is a rare fish in one of the Lake District lakes in England.  Bill and Gordon 
were so hungry, they ate the tail and fins as well as the flesh. This cleared the phlegm from 
their throats.  We also had pickled Vendace for breakfast.  

 
Bozena felt worse that evening and stayed in the hotel, whereas the rest of us went 

owl hunting.  A visit to woods near Vartti added lekking Black Grouse before we visited a 
nest of the Great Grey Owl.  As the bird on the nest turned its head its ‘spectacles’ were 
dramatically displayed.  Jim and Gordon returned to the minibus but the rest of the group 
saw the male Great Grey Owl crash into the trees as it returned to the nest.  A few metres 
away, a Ural Owl was almost hidden on its nest.  Jim and Gordon saw a Woodcock roding 
and heard Robins singing.  We returned to the hotel at 02:30 next morning.  
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Sunday 1 June 
 

Breakfast again at 08:00 before we travelled to catch the ferry to Hailastu Island.   
At the harbour, an attempt was made by Bill to rescue a stranded House Martin that 

was tangled in a fishing line.  
Several stops at the harbour added Northern Wheatear, Ringed Plover and Broad-

billed Sandpiper to our bird list. Brian, who pre-occupied Markku with his life-stories, said 
at one stage to us that he really thought that Markku was truly interested in his stories.  This 
caused a great deal of laughter, because we though that poor Markku did not have a choice!  
On the ferry, although the sea was calm, the subject of conversation was sea sickness. 

A well built hide overlooking a lovely and extensive wetland was our “home” for the 
next two hours.  The colony of Little Gulls was fascinating to watch.  Great Crested Grebe, 
Common Shelduck, Gadwall, Teal and Caspian Tern were some of the more exciting 
additions to our list.  A Bittern was booming in the reeds.  An immature White-tailed Eagle 
was being mobbed by two Marsh Harriers in the distance but Steve could not understand 
why the eagle had a brown tail.  We had our lunch and coffee up in a hide and it was soon 
time to catch our ferry back to the mainland.  
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On the ferry, we were all looking in vane for a Ringed Seal but only a Common Seal 
was seen by some of the members.  After a late night last night, some of us were tired and 
Bill decided to return to the hotel for an afternoon lap.   The rest of the group continued 
birdwatching. 

At Pyykosjarvi, Red Squirrel and Lesser Black-backed 
Gull were new species. A pair of displaying Temminck’s 
Stints was circling around our minibus and over a busy road at 
Kempeleenlahti, which caused great excitement for Bozena.  
She even wanted to move to an illegal parking area.  

Back to the hotel for an evening meal.  Today, as in 
the previous days, fish, salads and soup were served from the 
buffet as a starter, followed by roast pork with forest 
mushroom sauce, boiled potatoes and vegetables. 

In the evening, we went to Oulu’s rubbish dump to 
search for the Eagle Owl.  Jim and Gordon stayed behind.  We 
waited in vain in front of an enormous rubbish pile where 
gulls were having a great feast.  Telescopes were out, but the 
only entertainment was provided by  Oystercatchers and the 
rats, which as the evening progressed, started to become more 
active and their presence more obvious.  Steve showed some 
real signs of concern.  As nothing was happening, there was a 

suggestion to send Brian into the foraging grounds of the owl as bait!  Since Markku 
promised to show us Eagle Owl within an hour, after a good 1:30 hrs, Bozena called it off, 
being concerned about the group’s second night without full night’s sleep.  As we packed 
our telescopes and turned back, Markku shouted: “There it is, an Eagle Owl!”  We could not 
believe it, if we had left just a few minutes earlier, we would have missed it!  Telescopes 
were out again and we could not get enough of this magnificent bird.  Totally satisfied, we 
called it a day.  

 
 

Monday 2 June   
 

 
Bozena made us rise at 06:30 (04:30 in Britain!) for breakfast at 07:00 and off on our 

travels to Kuusamo by 08:00.  

 



Before our journey to Kussamo, 
we drifted south to try our luck with 
another Ural Owl nest.  The nest had 
been vacated and despite our search, the 
young could not be found.  As we 
walked through the area, one flying 
adult was seen twice by some of the 
members of the group.  Soon, Markku 
put on his protective helmet and tried to 
search the forest for owlets in hope to 
stimulate adults to re-appear.  No such 
luck.  Instead, Garden and Wood 
Warblers were singing in the nearby 
woods.  

After purchasing some food for 
lunch and filling the petrol tank at Oulu, 
we begun our journey north east.  En 
route, we stopped at Relleti where 
Black-throated Diver was added to the 
list.   

The next stop was a large bog 
nature reserve, Hirvisuo (meaning Elk 
bog).  Here, we had our lunch at a picnic 
site.  Finnish sandwiches seemed to be 
filled with enormous amounts of creamy 
mayonaise and our Reindeer sandwiches 
contained only traces of Reindeer meat.   

We then walked two thick 
planks over a large bogy area on the 
reserve.  We all tried to balance on the 
planks but Gordon in particular, whilst 
searching for his plants, often jumped 
onto the marshy hummocks.  Bill soon 
spotted Dwarf Birch.  Gordon 
commented on not seeing so much Bog 
Rosemary before and Bozena became 
excited again by displaying Wood 
Sandpipers.  Gordon though wondered 
if his widows could be excited by the 
trilling of this bird (Give it a try 
Gordon!).  

We soon reached a hide where 
we had a fantastic view over the great 
expanse of the wetland.   

Using a telescope, a Crane was 
found building a nest and a group of 
them flew right over our heads.  A 
Wood Sandpiper continued singing and 
displaying, but we could not see it. 

Continuing on our journey north east, we soon saw our first Reindeer, a group of 
three on a roadside verge.   
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We arrived at a splendid log cabin at 18:15, sited in a Scots Pine wood in peaceful 
surroundings.  Excited by our lovely new accommodation, we quickly unloaded the luggage 
but soon realised that the cabin door was locked.  Markku telephoned the owner only to find 
out that we had arrived at the wrong 
cabin.  The luggage had to be packed 
back into the car.  

On entering the second cabin, 
we were very impressed with the 
interior. Jim and Brian shared a 
downstairs bedroom whilst the rest of us 
had single bedrooms upstairs. The view 
from some of the bedrooms, the sitting 
room and veranda over the nearby lake 
and forest was wonderful.  We did not 
have to queue for the three toilet blocks. 
The owner instructed us on how to use 
the sauna.  It had to be warmed up an 
hour before use.  Later on, as we left for 
the airport, Bozena complained that 
nobody dared to share the sauna with 
her, despite all those brave initial 
promises.  Who dares wins.  Soon after 
entering the cabin a little transformation 
took place:  it was decided that Bozena 
was “Snow White” and we were the 
seven dwarfs (grumpy seven dwarfs!).  
What a hilarious time we had going to 
work.  We were all laughing our heads 
off when Steve tried, or pretended to 
use, the karaoke machine.  Steve’s cheeky sense of humour continued and after his initial 
fascination with a coffee machine had worn off, he offered Brian a “special” cup of the 
newly brewed coffee.   

 The palatial restaurant was walking distance from our log cabin and a meal was 
awaiting us an hour later.  A half Italian waiter served us in his fancy vaist-coat and perfect 
English.  As we found out later, he was born in London, educated in Italy and lectured 
(possibly languages) at a local University.  Reindeer soup and a lovely lasagne where on 
offer that night.  

As usual, Brian had some 
remarkable comments: 

 
- “I can only deal with one thing at a 
time. I am a typical male.” (Gordon: 
“Brian, do not judge people by 
yourself.  I can do three things at a 
time if widows excite me.”) 

- “It’s the black ones and ginger ones 
that get the knicker leg” - He 
commented whilst watching a Ruff 
displaying to a Reeve (The white 
Ruffs miss out). 
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Tuesday 3 June 

 
Breakfast at 07:30.  Early rising birdwatchers saw Red-

throated Divers fly across the lake near the cabin.   Off we went for 
our first day of adventure around the Kussamo area.  

A Willow Grouse seen on the edge of a wood generated a lot 
of excitement. 

Since the supermarket was 
opened only at 9 a.m., we had enough 
time to visit Lake Kuusamjäarl.  Here, 
from a viewing platform, we had a 
spectacular view of Red-necked Grebes, Little Gulls, several 
species of ducks and Musk Rats.  A Snipe called from a tree 
top.    

After our shopping was done, we drove towards the 
Oulanka National Park.  En route, we stopped at the side of a 

lake where we had good views of several Velvet Scoters.  Then, at the layby on Valtavarra 
Hill, bird feeders attracted Great Tits and Willow Tits.  A Buzzard soared over and a Raven 
glided down the valley.  

Moving on to Oulanka National 
Park, the undisturbed forest appeared 
rough and untidy.  Soon a Siberian Jay 
was seen by some members of the group.  
Markku’s tape recorder was put to use and 
two Siberian Jays came close to the 
minibus. The sun shone through their 
russet tails. Great Spotted Woodpecker - 
damaged cones were in situ in anvils 
made in crevices of Scots Pine bark.  

Then, we took a long set of steps 
down to a picnic area by the rapids at 
Kiutakongas.  We sat on polygonal seats around the fire place (extinguished) and had our 
lunch.  The packed lunch included salmon sandwiches (with lots of mayonnaise), almond 
cake, banana, juice and coffee.   
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We travelled further through the forest, now towards the east, and stopped at several 
places where Markku used his tape to attract various birds.  At one of such stops, a Black 
Woodpecker was lured with success.  We all had a good view of the bird flying around the 
forest.  On the way out, we stopped at the Oulanka National Park visitor centre to pick up 
some useful leaflets.  Later, a Hazel Grouse was seen by the two of us, as it flushed from the 

site of the road.    
 
A late afternoon break at our log cabin for dinner.  

On the menu tonight was an irresistible creamy salmon 
soup and equally palatable home-made meatballs.  As 
some of us went for a huge second helping of the soup, the 
second course was barely touched.  

 
In the evening, we were taken to a nestbox in which 

young Tengmalm’s Owls were almost ready to fly.  A 
Song Thrush was singing vigorously and confused some of 
us.  Marrku resembled a Brown Bear as he shinned up the 

tree to the Tengmalm’s Owl nest.  Soon, he lifted a young, black and fluffy owl from the 
nest.   

 



Cameras focussed on the ‘model’ which displayed its staring, yellow eyes.  The 
young bird was put back in the box and Markku descended the tree.  Another group, 
behaving more like twitches (to our great annoyance), arrived just as an adult came to the 
box with food.  Many people saw the adult perched in a nearby tree.  At that point, we 
decided to leave as we had caused a fair amount of disturbance to the owls, and also we 
could not cope with the inconsiderate behaviour of the other group. 
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Wednesday 4 June 

Another early morning start.  We returned to Valtavarra Hill and all but Jim climbed 
the hill.  Marrku said we did not need to use hands and feet to crawl up the steeper parts. 
The recently laid gravel caused problems when we descended the hill which was about 400 
m high.  On the way up, we recorded Wren.  A tape was use to play Pygmy Owl calls in the 
hope that Pine Grosbeaks would be attracted to the predator.  No success though.   

On our climb up, we stopped several times to take pictures of spectacular views over 
the forested valley with hundreds of lakes stretching to the horizon.  We had our lunch in a 
lovely picnic area by a lake, backpacking hut 
and a fireplace.   This seemed to be popular 
with locals, as this was part of the bear track…  
Bill was becoming more and more determined 
to come back and do trekking through this 
beautiful area himself.  He chatted to one of the 
locals for details. 

At that point, Brian had had enough and 
Bozena stayed with him by the picnic area 
while the rest of the group progressed further.  
After a further climb up the hill, we sat in an 
open area waiting for Red-flanked 
Bluetails, but none appeared.  The 
temperature was the highest of the 
holiday.  Bill spotted Twinflower and 
Gordon discovered a clubmoss 
Diphasiastrum complanatum plus the only 
patch of Stag’s-horn Clubmoss.  On the 
way back to the picnic site a last year’s 
nest of a Capercaillie was seen near a 
fallen tree.  

Climbing down was not as 
difficult as we thought, and some of us 
progressed ahead of others.  Brian needed 
some help and Markku offered his helping arm all the way down.   

As Jim stayed behind with the minibus, he experienced better birdwatching than us 
and saw Siberian Jays and a few Red Squirrels. Some of these squirrels were almost grey.   

As we all gathered around the bird feeders, we had a well deserved coffee and a 
piece of cake.  A Honey Buzzard soared up the valley and an immature Golden Eagle 
provided a perfect view.   

On the way back to Kussamo, a Pochard was seen on one of the lakes.  From a 
viewing platform at Loch Vuotunki, amongst hundreds of other wildfowl, a Smew and Red-
necked Phalarope were spotted.  It was a late sunny afternoon and the familiar voice of 
displaying Wood Sandpipers was heard everywhere.  A male Ruff and two Reeves were 
spotted on one of the islands.  We then walked across the road to a marshy grassland 

 



where Markku’s tape attracted a colourful and 
delicate Little Bunting.  Everybody was so 
engrossed with this bird that Gordon was the only 
person to see a Kestrel fly past.  A Whinchat was 
also located nearby.   

A diversion to the Arctic Circle made our 
day.  Steve’s excitement, as he mimicked a great 
explorer, was infectious and soon we all gathered 
around the Arctic Circle sign to take pictures.  

 
In the evening, Markku 
took us to his study area in 
the Oivanki Forest, where a 
Siberian Tit was nesting in 
a nest-box. The two adults 
were very busy feeding the young and we had prolonged views of the 
parents coming in and out of the nest-box.  Markku needed to find out 
the age of the young in order to decide on what day they should be 
ringed.  He lifted the lid so we could quickly glance in to see the two 
day old infants.  What a lovely ending to, yet another, very fulfilling 

day.  
Later in the evening, some of us discovered a dart board on a tree by our lodge and 

had a shot at it.  
A walk to the restaurant for our evening meal with sun still high in the sky, made us 

feel sad that it was our last night in this beautiful country and an end to our most eventful 
trip. 
 

 
 

 Thursday 5 June 
 

Our journey back to Oulu airport started at 07:30.  
We called in to see training trenches dug by German SS 
troops in a wood close to the main road.  Several 
Reindeer were seen on the road verges or in the fields 
and woods near the road.  Some had young.   

A stop for a break at a traditional cheese tasting 
visitor centre added Greenfinch to our list, which now 
totalled 124 species.  Some of us purchased last minute 
souvenirs and Brian managed to have a coffee and cheese snack.  
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The plane was late but that did not matter as it would reduce the 3 hour wait at 
Helsinki.  However, at Helsinki, the KLM flight was severely delayed and it became clear 
that we would miss our connecting flight in Amsterdam.  We were offered an overnight stay 
at Helsinki or Amsterdam.  We voted for the latter.  At Amsterdam, we were put up at the 
Ibis hotel where free food was also laid on.  Most of us were very tired and went straight to 
bed ignoring the offer of a three course dinner.  KLM provided a small pack of essentials.  
The next morning, flight times were so different that Bozena left first, then the Newcastle 
group.  They all did not manage to see the remaining four.  The rumour was that the Teeside 
group missed the bus to the airport, so had to catch the next bus.  Consequently, they had to 
run to the security check point but they caught their plane.  This meant the holiday ended on 
Friday 6 June. 
 
 
Gordon:  “This birding holiday was one of the best I have experienced. Probably this was 
due to the group joking and enjoying themselves right from the start.  The sunny weather, 
the hotel, the log cabin, the guide and Bozena’s planning and fostering all made the trip 
enjoyable and it ran smoothly, ignoring the flights which are out of her control.  One thing 
that impressed me was the almost natural forest was exploited. It shows that natural forests 
can be sustainable”. 
 
 
Bozena: “I do not think I have ever been so relaxed and at ease at any of my previous trips.  
The weather and beautiful scenery, no doubt, helped, but you “seven dwarfs” were the stars 
of this trip.  You were a dream group for any leader.  I could do no wrong with you (mmh, I 
did with Steve at the airport, but I was then off duty!) and if this is the case, I could serve as 
“Snow White” any time.   Many thanks for all your humour, interest, inquisitive minds, 
appreciation and enthusiasm.  I go with Gordon on this – undoubtedly, this was one of my 
most enjoyable and memorable trips.  Thanks to all of you.”   
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 LIST OF PLANTS SEEN 
   

by Gordon Simpson 
  
Most plants were identified by their leaves as few were in flower.  Bill helped me identify 
many species. Steve confirmed my identification of Marsh-marigold, the spring food of the 
elk.  Bear in mind that many species of wildlife might be different species to those with 
which I am familiar in Britain. 

Two plants were new to me. Markku identified one of them, an ericaceous plant.  I 
had little time to use my flower book (The Wild Flowers of Britain and Northern Europe by 
Fitter, Fitter and Blamey), because I wanted to see the birds and animals too.  I also spent 
some time making notes for a report on our first visit to Finland. 

 
 

Latin English 
Achillea millefolium Yarrow 
Alchemilla xanthochlora Intermediate Lady’s-mantle 
Alnus incana Grey Alder 
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail 
Andromeda polifolia Bog-rosemary 
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica 
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow parsley 
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort 
Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress 
Betula nana Dwarf Birch 
Betula pendula Silver Birch 
Calamagrostis epigejos Wood Small-reed 
Calluna vulgaris Heather 
Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold 
Carex nigra Common Sedge 
Chamaedaphne calyculata An Ericaceous Plant  NEW 
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay 
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle 
Cornus suecica Dwarf Cornel 
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass 
Diphasiastrum complanatum  
Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved Sundew 
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler Fern 
Empetrum nigrum Crowberry 
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb 
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail 
Equisetum sylvaticum Wood Horsetail 
Eriophorum angustifolium Common Cottongrass 
Eriophorum vaginatum Hare’s-tail Cottongrass 
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 
Juniperus communis Juniper 
Ledum palustre Labrador-tea 
Linnaea borealis Twinflower 
Luzula pilosa Hairy Wood-rush 
Luzula sylvatica Great Wood-rush 
Lycopodium annotinum Interrupted Clubmoss 
Lycopodium clavatum Stag’s-horn Clubmoss 
Maianthemum bifolium May Lily 
Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean 
Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass 
Paris quadrifolia Herb Paris 
Petasites hybridus Butterbur 
Phragmites australis Common Reed 
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Picea abies Norway Spruce 
Picea omorika Serbian Spruce 
Pinus mugo Mountain Pine 
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 
Plantago major Greater Plantain 
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass 
Populus tremula Aspen 
Potentilla argentea Hoary Cinquefoil 
Potentilla palustris Marsh Cinquefoil 
Pyrola rotundifolia Round-leaved Wintergreen 
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup 
Ribes rubrum Red Currant 
Rubus arcticus Arctic Bramble            NEW 
Rubus chamaemorus Cloudberry 
Rubus idaeus Raspberry 
Rubus saxatilis Stone Bramble 
Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel 
Rumex acetosella Sheep’s Sorrel 
Salix repens Creeping Willow 
Silene dioica Red Campion 
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle 
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 
Tanacetum vulgare Tansy 
Taraxacum officinale Dandelion 
Thelypteris dryopteris Oak Fern 
Trichophorum cespitosum Deergrass 
Trientalis europaea Chickweed Wintergreen 
Trifolium pratense Red Clover 
Trifolium repens White Clover 
Trollius europaeus Globeflower 
Tussilago farfara Colt’s-foot 
Urtica dioica Common Nettle 
Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry 
Vaccinium oxycoccos Cranberry 
Vaccinium uliginosum Bog Bilberry 
Vaccinium vitis-idaea Cowberry 
Valeriana officinalis Common Valerian 
Vicia sepium Bush Vetch 
Viola arvensis Field Pansy 
Viola palustris Marsh Violet 
Viola riviniana Common Dog Violet 

TOTAL 84  
  
 
 
 
 MOSSES AND LICHENS 

 
Latin  

Dicranum majus A Moss 
Hypogymnia physodes A Lichen
Pleurozium schreberi A Moss 
Rhizocarpon geographicum A Lichen

TOTAL 4  
 

 

12

 



 

13

 
FUNGI 

 
Latin  

Aporhytisma urticae On nettle dead stem 
Exidia recisa On dead willow twig 
Fomes fomentarius On standing dead birch 
Gyromitra esculenta On soil on mountain path 
Leptosphaeria acuta On nettle dead stem 
Lophodermium pinastri On fallen Scots Pine needle 
Lophodermium seditiosum On needle of fallen SP branch 
Piptoporus betulinus On standing dead birch 
Trametes versicolor On dead willow log 
Tremella mesenterica On willow stump 
Trichaptum abietinum On fallen, dead SP tree 

TOTAL 11  
 
 

ANIMALS, AMPHIBIANS, REPTILES AND FISHES 
 

Latin English 
Alces alces Elk 
Erinaceus europaeus Hedgehog 
gasterosteus aculeatus Three-spined Stickleback
Lacerta vivipara Common Lizard 
Lepus timidus Mountain Hare 
Ondatra zebethua Musk Rat 
Phoca vitulina Common Seal 
Rana temporaria Common Frog 
Rangifera tarandus Reindeer 
Rattus norvegicus Brown Rat 
Sciurus vulgaris Red Squirrel 
Vipera berus Adder 

TOTAL 12  
 

 
INSECTS 

 
Latin English 

Adalia 2-punctata 2 Spot Ladybird 
Bombus hypnorum Wood Bumblebee 
Bombus lucorum White-tailed Bumblebee
Bombus pascuorum Carder Bumblebee 
Bombus pratorum Early Bumblebee 
Callophrys rubi Green Hairstreak 
Carabus problematicus A Ground Beetle 
Celastrina argiolus Holly Blue 
Chrysolina aenea Alder Leaf Beetle 
Coccinella 7-punctata 7 Spot Ladybird 
Eriophyes padi Bird Cherry Pin Gall 
Formica sp Wood Ant 
Leptidea sinapis Wood White 
Lycaena hippothoe Purple-edged Copper 
Rhagium mordax A Longhorn Beetle 

TOTAL 15  
 



                 BIRDS SEEN ON THE TRIP (X) 
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Red-throated Diver x
Black-throated Diver x
Greater Crested Grebe x
Red-necked Grebe x
Slavonian Grebe
Cormorant x
Bittern  x
Whooper Swan x
Bean Goose
Greylag Goose x
Canada Goose
Common Shelduck x
Mallard x
Gadwall x
Wigeon x
Teal x
Pintail x
Shoveler x
Garganey 
Pochard x
Tufted Duck x
Common Scoter
Velvet Scoter x
Goldeneye x
Smew x
Red-breasted Merganser x
Goosander x
Sparrowhawk   
Goshawk  
Honey Buzzard x
Common Buzzard  x
Rough-legged Buzzard
Montagu’s Harrier 
Hen Harrier x
Marsh Harrier x
Pallied Harrier x
White-tailed Eagle x
Golden Eagle x
Osprey
Merlin
Hobby  
Kestrel x
Peregrine 
Willow Grouse x
Capercaillie
Black Grouse x
Hazel Grouse x
Pheasant  x
Corncrake 
Coot   x
Crane   x
Oystercatcher x
Ringed Plover  x
Little Ringed Plover
Golden Plover

Lapwing  x
Turnstone x
Temminck’s Stint x
Broad-billed Sandpiper x
Ruff   x
Curlew  x
Whimbrel 
Black-tailed Godwit  x
Redshank  x
Spotted Redshank 
Terek Sandpiper
Greenshank x
Wood Sandpiper x
Common Sandpiper   x
Green Sandpiper   x
Jack Snipe
Common Snipe x
Woodcock x
Red-necked Phalarope x
Arctic Skua
Common Gull x
Herring Gull x
Black-headed Gull  x
Little Gull x
Lesser Black-backed Gull x
Siberian Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Common Tern  x
Arctic Tern x
Little Tern  x
Caspian Tern x
Wood Pigeon x
Feral Pigeon  x
Collard Dove  
Stock Dove
Cuckoo  x
Ural Owl x
Tengmalm's Owl x
Pygmy Owl x
Short-eared Owl  x
Long-eared Owl
Eagle Owl x
Hawk Owl
Great Grey Owl x
Swift  x
Wryneck x
Black Woodpecker   x
Great Spotted Woodpecker x
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  
Three-toed Woodpecker
Skylark x
Sand Martin   x
House Martin x
Swallow x
Tree Pipit x

 
 



 
 
 
 Meadow Pipit  x

White Wagtail x
Yellow Wagtail  x
Waxwing
Dipper
Wren   x
Dunnock   
Robin  x
Thrush Nightingale 
Red-flanked Bluetail
Bluethroat   
Whinchat x
Redstart x
Northern Wheatear  x
Blackbird  x
Fieldfare x
Redwing x
Song Thrush  x
Mistle Thrush   x
Sedge Warbler  x
Blyth's Reed Warbler
Icterine Warbler 
Garden Warbler  x
Lesser Whitethroat x
Whitethroat 
Blackcap  
Wood Warbler x
Willow Warbler  x
Chiffchaff   
Greenish Warbler
Arctic Warbler
Goldcrest   x
Spotted Flycatcher x
Pied Flycatcher  x

Siberian Tit x
Willow Tit  x
Crested Tit  
Blue Tit  x
Great Tit x
Red-backed Shrike
Northern Grey Shrike 
Lesser Grey Shrike
Starling   x
Siberian Jay x
Jay   
Magpie  x
Rook  x
Hooded Crow x
Jackdaw x
Raven x
Tree Sparrow   
House Sparrow x
Chaffinch   x
Brambling x
Siskin x
Redpoll x
Linnet
Bullfinch  x
Pine Grosbeak
Scarlet Rosefinch  x
Common Crossbill   x
Parrot Crossbill
Two-barred Crossbill
Little Bunting x
Yellowhammer x
Ortolan Bunting x
Rustic Bunting
Reed Bunting x
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	Achillea millefolium
	Alopecurus pratensis
	Vicia sepium
	Callophrys rubi
	Celastrina argiolus

	Rhagium mordax
	TOTAL 15

